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The Origins of Orchards and Cider and Perry in
England, with particular reference to Herefordshire

Rebecea Rosefl

Chller Musgum, Hersiond

Summary

In the late mineteentl century. Herefordshive had
more erchards than wny sdher county and was
Canonas fior its-eider. 10 is rather surprizing 1w
find the fira reference e cider being dounk or
produced in the coumry i the carly fiteemhb
century. Hul the county was quick to catch up;
by the sixteenth century there were many
archanis and more wene being planted,
Hergfordshire posture fields were enclosed
eatly. Drchards, cider amd the enclosere of
pasture may have boen synchronoes and relaied
o the pogialation declue feltowing e Black
Crzath. This is not the ease elsewhere in the
country where there ane more medicval
references to orchands and cider, sixteenth
ceitury writers' deseriptions of apples indicate
thit there were cultivirs, But adse wild apples, m
the woods, oof different iypes, suggesting U
species have been kost,

Introduction

."I.“nles e sy b grow sl guckly |'|m|hu:e a
fermemed abeoholic drink once crasbed. You
wanaldd thank that, Eﬁvun hamanmiby s nead ko
drovwn its sorrowes, everyone would have grown
apples ancd mude cider since carliest tmes
Strangely, this deesn't seem 10 have heen the
case, There are few references 1o orchards in the
muny surveys of chief londholders” eatates (the
Inguesation Post Mortems ) in tuteenth o
sixteznth century Englond, Orehards and cider
appear occasionally in other medicval
documents such as manor court relis or bailiff
secoums but not in Herefordshive, the county
thint was o become the chiel ader prsducing
region of England in the lste nimetecmh century,

By thir sixteenth and seventeenth century
archards and cider hod become nn importani
part of the agriculium] seene. Agriculiurl
writers deseribe varigties of apple, and methods

of propugatien and cullure, Rent rells, lesses
and adber docwments show that orchands and
bedgensw apples were presend, more were being
planted and cider was being made and seld both
m and gut of the coanty. This evidence sugpests
that erchards and cider hegan m Herefordshire
m the late medieval pestod. Why did it happen
then™ Whnt happened fo provoke this change in
the conntryside? Oiher changes were afoot in
these centuries in the county, for exnmple
changes in lenancies, increase in lvestock and
enlosure of pasture. 11 is likeky shat the
beginnings of cider and orchards ware relaed 1o
these develppments. Moreover it is possible that
the chief cider producing counties in the lale
nineteenth century other than Herefondshire;
Diewon, Somerses, Kent, Worcestershire and
Gloueestershine, may well be able b trace thesr
beginnings back to the same period ond similar
(TR

Archacological and Botanical Evidence
for Apples and Cider

It is thought that crab apples (Afalivy syfvesiis
sagh sad vendiedy b came naterally inte England afber
the retreat of the ke, probably m the mid Boreal
S 10 G200 BC. Howeser it ks mof possibie 10
knawy this for sure, The main seurce of evidence
for prehistosic vegesation is pollen, but it i
ditficult o destinguesh the pollen of Apple fom
other Rosaceous species. Apple, Pear, Wild
Servive and Rowan have similar polien amd
cannol be wkd apart. In theory they can be
distinguished Mrom o second proup of Rosaces
trees which inchsde Hawthemn, Blackthom amd
Cherry (which all have similas podien). However
the difference is not clear cut and maost
palynobopists group all these species tegether
under the peneral heading of Besaovace
(DoafFerm, pors, com ). MNeither can the charcoal
or walerogged wood thal s occasionally
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recovared from archacological sites help much
hecanse ot carmot be told apart from ather rees
in the Pewtoddene. Pear, apple, hawthaom,
whitebenm, sevvice and rwan are members of
e Posnenddeae. Al these wonds are
mlm‘;ﬂ“}' samilar. 11 i mod T!muibln (7]
distimpmish these woods from their strucnine
(Ciale, pors comm. ) B it 18 impossible 1o
distinguish when these wees were individually
firss present in Britain before historie neconds.

C'robs are qu.itn e trees, mvesl ihat we see
our hedgerows todoy are actanfly wildings,
wrown from pips frem a cultivated apple | Walus
damesiical, The nalive crab has nlways been
rather mystenoss, ussally fund & o single ree
in the middle of & wood, which is curious as
aach tree produces thowsands of seeds,
Something must prevent the propagation,
Stuclses have shown that the fruit must be eaten
1irs8 {nradl the seeds therefore chean of pulp) by
cattle or horses and drepped (o on unsheded
hahdtat for W penmanate amd grow
{ Buntenschon and Bumensclia, 199 Apple
seeitlngs grow well m the waste apple pulp
thrown ot from cider making if iv s an
unshaubed hobilat and not grazed (Jay Abrabams,
Westons Cider, pers. comm, ) In Mesolithic
Birititin, crabs would oo doubt bave been spread
by Aurcchen (a large wild cow) and
subseguently seeded and grown in gragsy
elodes,

It is probable that there were mane crab trees
i wiodls o D st Bascoads exdst of people
collecting apple slips for rootstscks. from the
waods | Worlsadge, 16TH), something you would
rarely do today as you would find neither crab
o wildma seedlings. The tree needs light s
prawy anad b0 fruat, When woods were grazed, ns
many in Herefordshie were, thene were
peabably more apple trees,

It ig possible, however, that there wsed Lo be
ifferent ypes ol wild apples. Seventeenth
century agriculiurnl writers in Herefordshine
dastinguished several types which they
interpreted as species, 12, the seesl from them
woahd produce, more o less; the same apple
Worlidye { 1675) advises using moof stocks from
a Crab, Wilding, Parzsdise Apple or Genmnet-
Ml\‘_'(l:. [eale (1H56) sAyE, e .l|m'g|'rhm.|r.v .

By e walelicted do geaffing that thoy ke not
ety of anp natwe apple, except thie Genet
Mende, the Kvdaddin, the Sweeting and the
Freneh Cormel, which are found inall places.™
Sorme dowtd is thrown on this with his next
senlence, *Tiv ave that the kernels mod vame
appes, i for diffevent son do produce @
different apple; b still with some inclination of
ther el (0 Free e Bermed o an anprafied
el A B9 Canterbuary grant gave Folao and
Alice the profits of three pear trees called
Jenmelings " Cenetynges’ ) aned theee 1rees
called Wardens interlinested, standing in the
garden of the tenement. However, the Oadord
English Brictionary defines genet as 17046
Phillips | Ed. Eersey ), Genmnir, of Genniting, o
kinel of Appke which is ripe before any athers,
He =ays apple trees cun be coppiced, and have
“survives) many uprismgs” accordmg e lecal ofd
peaple. Were these agriculiural writess
desenlnng a different sort of crab wee? One
that. coppiced, Erew more freely in woods and
prrodduced Linger apples than the crab we kiw
teday'? 1t is possible of course thnt peopis
mrely growped and named apples. I they were
green ond of 0 certuin size they were calied
Genivel Moyles. IF they were reddish, o Paradise
Apple IFsmall, green and hasd o Crab, e The
agricultural writers. however, fovoured tees
plamted from seed, A maxin was, il you wani
imrmediate profit. oo grafi. but i you are
planting for the fulune, grow from secd (Beale,
1656)

Raecent genetie rescarch has iraced the
dhrmestic ;||1F||.c {Mderhis dum-.'m'u:qj for the wild
apples of Kazaksiak, probably introduced into
Hritaan some Hime in prehistory. Hybrdization
and infregression between the Cmb and the
Dismestie Apple | Mofor domestion) must have
occurmed frequently subsequently, os well ns
selection bath by mammaks spreading the seed
and by people selecting for taste (Harmis of al,
202; Coart e al, 20061, Mo doubt in the fitire
DA research on plant remains from
archacology aites will resolve the Hsse. A recent
discevery at Cliften Ousarry o the Biver Severn
suggents Matur domestiva had not resched
Britnm o the Meolthie. Over forty chommed
apples from a pit of circa 2,500 BC were found,
ussocitted with a hage quantity of chared
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harley grain (over 7500 grains). Impossible o
axplamm it is thought this iy lkely 19 represent
somibe sinwal activity (Peagson, L, Envirommental
Archaeologest, Worcestershive Archaeslogy,
frors. comim., 20%). The apples were very small
{Frgure 1), summing they waere crahs. I Mabr
damisica were present surely they would have
bean used for swch a special purpoe?

Writing fiom the Greek (cosea 200 BC 10 400
BCF and Roman pertads oo JO0BC to S00
AL shevw thist people had by then cultivated
:pp'l.es. Homan wrilers siech as Varro (116-27
BCY, Columelln (4-70 ATY and Pliny {23-79
AL, diseribe growing, storing and selling
apples and peors, und there were severnal
vitietivs, The o mast have itrodiced
cultivisrs mio Brifain and these would be based
on the wild Kaeakstan apples not the native
Craby. Some s hive survived, even if only as
wildings, 10 be described by sixteenth and
seventeenth century writers, before they died
out, overwhelmed by later plaming. selecting
anl sr.dll.ng.

Evidence of Orchards and Cider from
Documents

The mationod Aceess o Archeves LA2ZA ) welsite
lests elocrimends from {:I.:Ilﬂli!.' Record Oilices
woross England, AZA s n selection of
dlocuments, wod the wdaliny, and the caalogue
also depends an what the individunl cataloguers
cotssdered imgartant, Neverlhelss, AZA
conming o larpe and representative sample of
Emghish documents. The Mational Archives
(TMA) has & more comprehensive cotalogue;
aver 10 million entrics of docizments that hive
become part of the nattenad collection. The fwo

catalogues togethir, therefore, give a very good
smmple of documents, The AZA has 267 reconds
of orchards before 13K AD amd THA thirty-
five records. Some orchardy of course my refer
ti plums or chervies, only eceasionnily ore apple
o [pesr arebards rentioned s{petlﬁ:aﬂy {Td9%,
Stivichal, Smfford: *..on apple orchard and a
garden” and 1353, South Elham, Sulfek: ' and
the apple erchard”, and Bristol, 1385 * helwesn
the apple oachard of the Prioe of St fames. A
1412 document relming in the profits of Heath
Mameoe, Monts nefers 1o “the orchard, apples,
peurs and nlf ather freiv’. A 165§ Cornish
rarmge settlement refees o o pear ganden),

Thie documents reveal that sechands an
found all ower the country. Thene arg more
fifteenth century referenoes than foureearh and
mawe foarteenth censury thon thirteenth, bt this
ney only reflect the coeation and survaval of
doguments. From the sixteenth century onwards -
hewever there are s huge oumber of references
b orchiands sl 11 seems Hikely that this is a
reflection of the tree siftion, Le. there were
mare orchards no just mene reionds of
archnrds,

The carliest references e orchards cosme
fram the Welsh luws of Hwvel Do of the tenth
cennuy and the Norh Wiles Code (Book 111
chapber 20 see Hogg & Bull, [EEEAR .ﬂ.pplz amd
Oak trées were valued highly st the same vate,
Theer lrws redier to grafting, sour crabs and 10
mannsteries planting orchards. In England o
ol the cashes! reconds 4 o twelith contury praim
of land from o demesne *os Far back as Robem™s
Orchard ' in Mortlans. Other carly reconds ane 3
T1E0 or 1220 {red gheark memtion of & howse
with orchard and parden o Gloscester a 12400
document of on orchard g1 Hole of Parke,
Devon neas o bollow way: a 1203 decument
reference to the Priony's archard af Stowe in
Soaffs: and a 1216 document mention of &
meanar of Mameys Crehard in Comwwall, There
are a few other eardy thirecth confury
destaments i the sowrces listed aboyve,

Orchards were called pomeriasm or
oecasiomally o 1 is possible that some
medievil ‘gardens” were actually orchards, thene
are Tor cxamiple one of two references o 'a
gzrdcn culled archard’, and 1 upple nnil pear
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trees growing in a garden (Leicestershine
Record Cifice, DE221/22/50 | 346 “aln
getrs Jo Lovd Thewns a certade plior of ganden
i Madbwen, comfaining in -l 14 percies
atd T feer, the pereh betng 20 feer of a sman, v
Frromadth 5o the mrtiern foed 4 _;.I(w‘hnzt and T
fear wirth il apple avid pear and other rees
grrmowiang am Bhe pled'"), bl thsere are oy nioee
references to 'a garden pnd orchard’, showing
bt there was a distinetion (1374, Humpshire
one garden and one orchand; 1489, Sandhawe
land, crehard ot garden; 19540, an orchasd
Iving nowrth of the garden of ...*; 1353, Pilton o
bargage. garden and orchard, 1385, Brissol, the
parden and dovecot next 1o the apple orchard,
and many ethers k. In 1434 ar Baddersley
Clinton, Warwickshire, o gifl was recorded that
inchuled half the srchard or garden of the
maniar 1319 af Castor, Northants there s
reference fo half the fruit growing in the gorden
called Orchard belonging 10 a house within the
city pates: in 1397 Yorks, o crofi with two
bovates wnd a portien ol & garden called Sevens
Chrchard-and 0 cottoge thereon; 1325 and 1328
i Leicester o reference to o holding of half the
parden called Conviles Crrehard; 1377 Axminter
a garden calbed "Spore Orchasd’

Crrchares are elten isseciated with
mumasteries. There are severa] thirteenth century
references W the Canterbury Prory's archard,
anatbeer o K yrhestad s, @ 1427 reference (o
Daunster Priory's orchand, & 1239 reference bs an
opchard let from the abbot of the convent of
Covemry, a 1403 and 142% referenco to the
orchand of the l‘.nnr'!,' aid convent of St Oswalsds
at Wonon, Gloncester, another to the Priovy of
St James, Bnstol, and another 1203 orchard
referance fo Stowe Priory in Staffs.

Many medieval orchards are recorded as part

af burgape phods within towns. such as Sirvichal,

Bradgenorth, Chester, Torpurley (Cheghine),
Brastol, Castor, Arksey, Tavisteck and others,
There are severn! references o orchands
helonging s castley {e.g. 'I..}llh“’"ﬂ.lr FA10 e
13650 and hnbls and manors {e.g Baddersley
Clinen, 1434) I i3 poasible that eechards were
censidered nominl accoutrements to o manor, an
Ingazsation Mow Mortemn (IPA) of 1303
specifically mewmtions that the copital messunge

(fzrm) of the manor of Hunmanky, East
Yorkshere has nodovecote, orehard or
bevbarivim. However, the huge majerity of IPMs
v rual st orchards and if they had been
present, they would surely have been listed as
!||c_-,r bist everyihmy ele, Several “cheel™
messunges however hive orchards (e.g, 1250
Seivichal). Orchands abso befonged 10 more
ordinary heldings, they formed port of leased
resernents along with the arable, meadow and
pasture e, 0 1279 quit clzim for one messmge
with an orchand standing on a0t Beltings in
Godmersham. Some were opparently parts of
smaler propenies, e in 1317 m Little
Addingion, MNorthants, a gift meluded one
virgate with a howel and an orchard G virgate is
u medieval hokfing of aluut | 2ho A person
whr hiehil ome virgate would ociunlly hove been
comparatively wealthy, Many 'péqﬂc foad Tess
s than this, ond it may be that the hovel was
B the owor's own house),

Few archinds are named (an orchasd
Fliston, Suffolk was called Belauntysyerd in
1427 un orchard on Bellmgdon furm, Bucks.
was called The Greal Orchord in 14835, un
orchard in Chudleigh, Devon was called
Tempell Grebard in 14706, thers was o le Halle
vrchand bn 1416 dn Stviclaly; they ane imosly
deseribed in the typical medievel way in
relation 1o sther peoples Land, e, “Ue orciaed
butwern thote of Thaotas de Sieetg amd Graniid
Titler . extending s for oy the obher Foriuee
archards” (1250, Tomesh ar .., hoeer the
i af Rogiew et Pavker aod the avelud of the
warid Tl {1413 Hin'l'wu:h].

None of the docamends mention the size of
the orchand, which impliesa smoll szze, for Uue
orchord would hive been mentioned separately
it were significant. Onme orchard is called "The
Hig Orchard” (Huntingfield, Lines, fowieenth -
sixteenth), There are eccasional refercnees 1o
new orchands, such as i 13549 Bagots Bromley,
el o Fesnee Doatld v with seehand amd
_qq'.qﬁ':l im Lo Tllmm_uh:ﬂ' enclozed .ﬂl_p Ilmkm'
amad divches’; and in 1332 in Lings "from e
wry e the sew o 2 alio o selion
g inder the wld svchard”
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Most of the documents don't deseribe the
orchant, but there are snippets of mfprmaotion
[ B 385 an accounting decument felaing e
Harpford Mamser, Devon inclucdes the cost of
harug men for hedging and cutting down and
upmnling thorns, to hedge freldls amd the
orchard, In Cheover, Derby, a late thineenth
century document bsts an orchard and bedpe. A
1286 document of 8 controversy invelving the
abbot of Byrkested coders Gerand le Breton 1o
“tunital @ stene wall in e dvie herween the
ervhenrad atrmd grange of the abbed and fily awn
Sfafie”™ A 1405 document records the sale of all
trecs and underwood in fhe oechard and grove
ol the manor of Foscole, Morthants (TMNA) A
1322 document of West Yorkshine states “rhe
avchernt behweenr the garden of TT wnd Matilda
aesapunge on wieh pechaed all Warildia s shoep
rur”, A 1476 record mlu.'l.lrlg by am orchard in
Chudleiph, Devon mentions the water courkes
and springs m Tempell Orchord. A 1227
referance 1o St Gregory’s Priory in Canterbury
alan gays 18 has o watercowrse throwgh B, This
orchard “manst bring a basker of frain tote
Curhedral refecrory ok venr™ Bhirning i wis
an orchard of dessert friait. A 1376 document
relating o Moyiield. Bast Sussex stnges thot if
Jobn Turner bailds an hes lind or makes an
orchard he mast give a heiot [payment on entry
o praperty ) e the boad of the manar,

Frum trees were expensive. One dogumsnt
listy Forty-seven kinds of pear trees and thirty-
four plum trees te be boaght for 30 8s Bl
which inchuded |82 peor trees ot 25 each,
n:mt:{aﬁw: plum frees ol 25, aprcois ab s ad
each ad pippins [pepins] i 164 cach ( Lambeth
Patace; Shrewsbury Papers M, 704 date: 1284.
1643 b The eorliest recerd for Herefindshive in
fact emplansises thee 1 comes from the 1202
Eyre (ie, King's travelling court) Rolls (THA
JUST | 03 (124230 when o John Bras was
fimed 145 for cutting down eight apple fnees at
Aylnalithesten (probably Avlesiome) Heteload
This ks un enormons ameant of money. and
must reflect the seriousnicss of the crime, the
wanth of the trees or bath, | hove mot foumed any
further records of apples o orchards for
Herefordshire untill 1413 when the lord of
Pencombe Court granted Waher Wilke amd his
wiife n messuage, Mia of lamt, Pale Onchind,

Knnkkers Croft dnd le Brodecrelt in Pencombe
for their lives for a yearly rent of 10s (HRO
ABIAN-23 CUME3, 1B interesting iy note that
there. were many srchards i Pencombe on the
TR0 tihe manp, thowgh meae were callod Pole
Circhard ab that trme). Ckn the other hond there
was an mfoential family onfled Circhard in
Herefond reconded m doguments as easly as
1403 (THA) and in 1433 & John Orchard wis a
wilness a1 Lower Bullinghom, Kings Orehaed
{Herafond) was reconled ns a pince nome n
13 Acdead dated 1 December 1445 a0 the Hill
Court Estate papers of the Trafford fumily lists o
rzsaunge and orchard adjeining nexa
Walteldsivie being 12d rent (AZA, Herelond
Record Office),

Froar all thas o can be seen that archasds
were known pnd reasannbly comimon in
England in the medieval period, particularly in
mamnstarkes, munor ouses, fowns and castles,
But the rees were vitluabbe and probably for
deswert frt nol cader. Crehards wene small,
vlten hedged or fenced and often near the
e, Some at feast hud shieep on them

The mre references to cider (below ) midicate
there may have also boen seane cider sechanis,
senttered across Englond with, possibly, more in
Deven, bat they were not common,

The pear iree 14 even less well documented
than the apple, with enly o hondfisl of medieval
relerenves on the A2A webane, s belleved u
he-a nrwe tree, found like the crab as an
soluted imdividusl in woods {Rackham, 2003)
undd, like the apple fres, agriculiurl writers
advised plenting it in hedgerows a2 a useful
frutting tree. Several medieval place and peeple
parmes of permy exist however, implving pears
amnd Ty were well known, In documents the
Pear often appears &= o beandary tres, indicating
that 11 was usually an sedated, distnctve, single
tree, and long lived. One of the earliest
exurmples ol this {5 a lae eleventh cenmury
heundory clase moa land gront from King
Apthelstan 1o the Minster of Exster,
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U g e siveam fo wendeles cuml', In
thet pewe dree U rha i), then along the
alike o the way 7 (Coanterbury Cathedral
Archives COADCeChAnt'E, eleventh
CERTY)

Amother tvpical fouteenth century example i

Syl pear tree called Weteperie 1 fevd
Teivargds feiee of (i) (Gloucestershine
Archives 11373 DENTIR).

By the seventeenth cemury perry was being
peeduced in Herefordskine:

“Prury meke i weak deink {51 for our Hives,
g for wamen, gentry dor T like, | mived
with e Baersh nd of apple mikes o bappy
npintare. Boshir f famows for @ peeifiar
prerr sl fas all the sasculing guarites
af whaler 11 s gk, sivong and beady, gl
colerared aind vefainel o good vigeur for o
o theee sammers. The foruiy ix wo fearrnd amd
coirse that even a plg won T eat it tievefone
iz ealied the Bovelemd Pew”™ (Benle, FRS6H)

Types of Apples and Pears
Checastonally the numes of apples amd pears ane
given in medieval documents. Robert de
Evermmie 1305 heled his lordship of Bodhem
andd Stokeslay in Morfolk by peity serjeantry,
paynng 200 pearminms and Tour ogshends
(miodios) of wine made of pearmains, n 1292
Edhward 1's frusterer s bl mentsoned eostands
sold for s/ 106 This name led io the term
cuatard momwer meanuyg ol and vegenable
selier

Plants from pips are called Pippins (Hogg &
Bull, LRSS} A 1449 Canerbury grant eelfers 1o
three pear trees cnlled Jennetings
{Ceenetynges” ) and “thré tees called Wardens'.
I § 634 Wardens referred fo o pamicular ftype of
cooking peur (Shakespeare Archive ER 32238
24 Seprember 1624). Sorel and Colewey pears
are alse mentioned (THA E4004090; Henry [11
12161272 sorel penrs andd EANA146 18 Ed
{1290) para de sorel)

References to Cider from Documents
Sarprisingly few réferences before 1450 exst
for euber from the two archives of A2ZA and
THA; so few in fagt they ore warth lissing:

= St 12w foscse colled Pressiodies witlh
onthuildings inchyling o cider press
famederding ol gome)

. Hrimp.'.ﬁfrp-. F270 a.q'mﬂn'm'm ety dnvefapled

I e e etder and aoguanrier of dovn e

anmmn with wee of favds for ane U gme

1275 Kadeof cider Batile Abbey, Sussex

flackxon, (2007 The Blalogy af Apples ared

Pears, CLIP)

I275 Cider made 0 Forksiine fhackson,

SN e Bology of Apples amd Prars,

CUPh

» Warwickshine, 276, th'ﬁwrpuwrrrmlrbr

clder ar Wootton Wirwen,

Cormanall, 1341, murvivate of cider in o s of

VCTls By,

Stiswen, 1349, epenses for iing and

canriage of cider feivered Jo Shoreham,

FTNAN

« Devan, [338, sale of cider ar Sampfond

Peverell

Thevpn, TIR3, meference o cideor viverd,

colleviing apples I a garden, caraang i

prexwer Wiy @ presver tomoke ee cocky of

criler, milllag apples emd carrpiag home twe

varsies af el

+ Dhevan, [431, meference o clder m
Kingskerzwell Minae

¢ Cilpcestershive, TATS to L0835, reference to
vl il g Roalfey (THAL

-

The 1349 reference above w on instruction to
Rager Dober, Beeve of Sumey and Sussex, to
take 10 Slwereham fifiy-two barrels and ane pip
(a very large borrel) of cuder, which is 10 be
collected fom the surmrounding area. From
Shoreham it must be bauled fo dhe docks,
leaded on bonts and tmken to Calais, The cost of
thie ctelier was £34 &2 B, with each bamel
costing 13 4d. (Rogers’ huge 1866 survey of
priees L Histeey af the Agricaltioe and Prices
i Fmprlanad) Tl o 1276 referense of cider a
Ab'ad a gallon. We don't know how Tag these
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fiftw-onse barrels wese, Coopers ferms ane a pin
{Ffour and o half gallonsh, a barre] {thirty-six
wallema), @nd a hogshend (sixty-four gallors), [P
a hogshesd ar 3digallon it wonld be 135 6d, the
same price & hepo, sugpesiing the basrels wepe
hngx}u.-:uh_] The ot ul'hnnglng it iy Shoreham
was 475 24, of keeping it in store in Shaorcham
frimm 1at Feb 13489 e 1at April ((fy-nine days),
345 Td; wking it by boat be Caleis, 1135 1
s Do recoaders af gt Dor G e doys a 6d
et doy. The whale gost was £44 15 443, Barrels
vated tnsize bat if they were sixry-four galkong
{the size of 0 hogshend) it would make the cider
Ad/gallom, & very bow price, b fairly standard.

Thiese seferences and & few others (2. a
famous ore is Chooeer’s {1360} The Monks
Tabe, “Thix Sempreon aevere civer draok ie
we'"} show cufer was made and sold i
Englanad in the medieval persod. The price was
between 1.5 and 4d n gallon, chenp in
cmpariss 10 wages, which were 2d 1w 4d o
clay at this time (Rogers, |866), There are many
mire referenees W beer though (seventy-four in
THA rm'r:]nrud o enly b for cuder), partly
because beer was regulated by the stnte and the
manor, but this in dself shows bow much mone
impomant it was than cider. Why was cider less
Amgartasl than beer? Was il o maiter of s,
eeonaimics, repulntion of technology? Price (as
today ) miany have b something 1o do wath 0
Beeer 15 cheaper 10 mnke ond fis was reflected
i thie medieval price, absout $75d 10 1.5
pallon depending on quolity and aren. Taste may
&lso have been o deckding fctos, The howschobd
aceounts f the wealthy landowner Alice e
Bryene showed that in 1423 a sew heading
appeared in the bailiffs report, that of “asea™,
thiree pipes, one bamel ard part of o bamel. She
sohl 8 for 188 5d but even so it smay nol have
been economic. 1t did not appear again in the
seeowmts | Swabew, 19045,

Ammiher explanation with some evidence in
suppt that cider was made and sobd in
I'IJ1E|.='|'|¢I. m tlie medieval p:ruzL 1% that cider
was called wine. In 1205 Robert d2 Evernue
was fonnel o seld has Jordship of Bedbam and
Stokeslay in Norfolk by pesty serjeantry, paving
200 pearmaing and Tour hogsheads of wina
mide of pearmzing inio the exchequer on the

Foas of 5t Michacl yearly" (Hogg & Bull,
18R} Here cider is clenrly called wine, Dither
decuments. however, show wine was
distmguished from cuber. Alexander Meckhom's
twelfih century description of a batery lists:

“Pure wine, eided, e onformented wine,
oo v, ol nectan med, e wine,
v wire, wine St Awverne” (Brears,
2008, 38| queting Soedt, 1975,

Iv may b that cider production wasn't ablz 1o
expard wstil milks wers invented. Worlidae
(EETH sivs of beating Fruit in trmagh, three io
fowar labourers meght beal twenty o thiity
bushels (@ volumetric mensure, equivalent af
about ceghe gallons) in o day whereas a mill
could produce swo to three hopshead (1
hogsbead 15 abour sixty-foor gallons) i a das.
Poumting apphes with o beatle and trough would
bie hard work and time consuming, Mill stones
recluced this work, bt in themselves
represented quite &n imvestment. They are
Beavy, must be oined, budlt and transported.
Beenuse of this, even in living memary,
Heretoedahire people shared the cider howse
mill and press with neighbours {Inendiews
Cider Museun, Hereford, J0H6-2007}

Ml stomes one ditticwlt o glte, the earlies
dated ane [ have seen is 1724, bui no doubt
thore are earlier ones. Peter Brears has Tound
wonderful medieval itlustrotions of people
sitking al presses that extract Hoguicd | Bosars,
2ORIRY, very mimilar by cider presses. The
Hliestrations are French and [alinn amd could
have grapes or apples. in em, but it shows thal
the technology was known,

Retusning by Hevelordshere, the sarlies
reference to cider was in the very south of the
couidy al Goodeich Juan de Valence had cider
m Auguest andd Seplember in 1297 (Woedgar,
19049, 128 quating THA ELOL/S05/26-T the
Foeusehold aceounts of Joan de Volence,
coumess of Pembroke). This i & rare recond
havweeer, ansl as Joan was the Countess of
Pembroke, travelling from maner to ma, the
cider miny mid |mve onginated in Goodrch, The
next reference is doted 1o 1400, which comes
fratm & Court Roll for Holme Lacy {Herefoed
Regord Office AFT2/10 In it Gyllam Fienstey
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Flgure 11 Documsent of record of ehler belng stoben
1400 AT, Hobme Lacy

was ujustly accosed (sceording o the court) of
emtering the house of Agnihe Fulfodys and
taking bir bread ad drinking ber coder (spelt
‘sizgram’ - see Figure 23, Thes &s mane
convincing evidence fat cider was common
fare by this tme.

Enclosure and Orchards

Drocumentary evidence implies that 0
Herefordshive cider und orchands doveloped in
the fifteenth century, This was the century after
the Black Dheath that hit the county particulaely
haclly, poessibly reducing the pepulation by a
half. The population crash ond other couses fed
Ri5] |:|un1|:'i- m keturs aml Lphwx. 10 an Increases
in livestock and, impontantly for cides, to
enclodure.

Several sixteenth cemtury survevs of holdings
show tlat enclosure happenced 1o pasture fist
indeed some ammble remaiied in coemmunal
fields well inte the ninetesnih century
{Mumserows sierveys of holdings Hat pasture as
enclosed and orable as in communnl fields in
the mad-sixreenth century, for example THNA
LR21T James 15% survey 1584 to circa 1611,
Legminster priory kinds): The pastene: was
englosed presumahly becouse people no longer
b their anirmals ingo-tle care of herders or
tethered them on the common bt more:
productive animals reguired smokl fiekds tha
enabled rotsiion of grass. Tithe mnps shivw
miny fields were enclosed along strip
houmbaries, creating small narmow felds, b
sinteenth wd seventesnth century documents
aiake chear that thers were also Larger enclosed
felds.

Early agricultral writers deseribe apphe froes
a6 growing in the hedges. Gerarde wrole i the
Herball oof 1597, “Kenp dorh alssarad with apples

oo i barvie e i tive ravtures g edperoas
afnr e grosmls of o woralipfind gei dwelling

tee iles from Hevefiod colled Me Roger
Bodenhm, so many trees of all sortes that the
Fervints deink for Hre moss ot no adliee detmk
buss that wiesich tx made of Apples | the Parson
affen fas for e rene bogshead of Spder™.

The later writers, all of whom oo doubt et
read Giemrde, encournged this practice, The
Herefordshive writer John Beale i the mid-
sevenleeth century soys that, =, in mess places
ol fralmen are fnniched with pows of fruil rees,
JuTary, nr.-l'plrv.fcx, ficnnet-Momdey or Crab
Trees" “ther Gewner Mowvles are commuonly
Sinena i hedges o ar woest sonl, in Archinfiedd
o ales™

John Worlidge of Hampshire, i hes Treatise
on Cider m V6TH, advises to, “planr fraf trees
i hedgerows” where they will thrive on the
hanks. He supgests people plant or ke crab
stocks out of weods or hedgerows,

John Evelyn in Sylva ( 1664) remarks, “f far
heen the praciee of Hergfordsiiee, (n the
plomtarion of Quick-per-fredges, o plant a Crab-
afack b every fwenny fom diviance: amnd
e ofverve so Beligteedl, as 00 ke fund been
el sonte FigoroRy Samtte pequining i Bl by
e mieans sy wese provlded b shorr ime
ity alf satvanages of for the graffing af Frit
g e, wlicd doey Mahly recompense
theie indien®™. He adds, “F do oady wish fupon
the prrospect, and meslivation of the wmiversal
Rﬂiqﬁl’] that EVETL AR witatseneier, warth fed
pavinils e aanen, within his Mafestioy
Dhmdntens, were by some fadispeasaddle Statige
vy ot vt Wiy Hedge-rows with the best
el oy sevefd dlmaly o thean™,

This i clearly what happened. Countlegs
Eeiises Froan the sixteenth coentury anwands
required the lenant o plant an orchard of apple
unid pesr frees und fo plant hedges, sometinwes.
with apples. The two examples below e
typical:

Sl e fd secnisamad services, Entry

fioe 2105 éw. el i e Snstedmenty, in defand

af pavwent B admiisston @5 vird. Teaamns fo

Jmnmm.fy fer werve Hhe Kaqq urader the Soard 5
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Jearcdersehip, b plotid B il ow peay g
fepe sy ok e el trees ety (Tevan
Becond Office. (1533) 123IME L084)

“fd pa. ard o grood ol copeio e 25 60
Fan, i ey £ boriadt. To plat thivey apple
anonid greure trves iwithin dhce ver, amd fo plmad
vk anal wfves i te bedges; and fo do st
afcowd’ (Monighnmshire Archives,
Herefordshire Papers, {1637 DIVARSET)

Lenses also protected oak. elm and frait frees
Frimm being cut “bebow ta bun’

“Tenant nif i cud ok, aely or crah freey ot
rive Bienes, arnd pe el velve s e peay
Trevn J'J'ﬁ'\_-\lj' 7] brpl.l'_frm't wbkin lfbur_wurj's"
{1631, Charchstoke Salop, Ref 1177261

The leases show that in Herefordshire, the
enclosure of pasture and the production of culer
were related. There wese apple rees befone the
|1ﬂccnl|‘| omlry bl.l.l !Iu.'_!,- wiore ol Coamman il
they were precious. probably grown for thesr
dessert fnat, From the fifteenth century, frmens
hepan 1o plamt apple trees as a coop for cider. s
& smbe line o arable and pasture. Orclards were
nsed for posture and semetimes for arnble, it is
only i recent years thal growers have
concenintied on one o the aother

Under the influerce of improving landbords
stich as Joln Scudamore { 1601-1671), cider
quickly 1aok on culturnl signifiounce, providing
alecholic dimk for workers ond & refined drink
for the aristormey, It was promoted ns healihfil,
the cuber-making process suppasedly removed
dangerous bacterin and virses making it safer
b water, and sccondisg to some. the reason
fr the famons Jongevity of the Herelosdshine
agricultural labouser. Tan centenarians
w‘rrpwm:lhf entertnmed Charles 1T with a reel
when he visited Herefordshire, the writer
attribitimg their kengevity to the becal cider
{Hogg and Bull. 18588)

Conclusions

Oclards exponded in Herefordshice wihen
farming changed from mebieval communal
apriculture, with open fields and grazing on the
Cablov anal comamons, b small Gelds of pastune
enclosed by hedgerows. This happened in the

fifteenth vo sevemeenth dentury, Apple mees
were plamted i the new hedpermws and pastune
and prowvided o wseful second erop. Clder was
priomuted and encowrnged by improving
Ladlords. Early pest medicyal varietios of
u.|1'|;||.g\. camie from seedlings, some of whach
may hove come from Malies domestica that
survived wilid m Britain from the Boman period.
Girafting of fyveared rypes replaced seedling
propagation rom the seventeenth comury
tmwanis
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